

















One new project that just surfaced is to study “Poverty in Walla
Walla” and then respond to the needs we discover.

A few of our many ministries/ministry roles are: medical doctor,
deacon, nursing home visitor, parish ministry in many forms,
counselor, teacher, prison visitation, Birthright volunteer, Eucharistic
Minister to the sick in the hospital or elsewhere, hospital outreach
to the wider community, bulletin for parish children, assisting at
Tri-Parish Senior Luncheons.

We are geographically far from the other Providence Associate
groups as well as other Sisters of Providence, but we keep
interested and informed. When one member died last year, eve-
ryone attended both the rosary and funeral mass in solidarity.

Sr. Helen Mason, SP, PA Liaison

Additional Information on this group:

e It beganin 1986. Over the years, there have been a total of
15 members. Four members are deceased. One is in a nursing
home and can no longer participate.

e Sr. Helen Mason has worked with this group since 2000.

e 2 members work in a hospital sponsored by the Sisters of
Providence in Washington.




Reflection

ROAD TO RECONCILIATION

There are two stories that feed my reflection about the road to
reconciliation. The first is “the Road to Emmaus”, one of my
favorite Gospel readings, especially the passage where the two
travelers are talking about the recent events and Jesus comes up
and joins them. (Luke 24:13-15). The other marvellous story is the
voyage of Mother Joseph to the United States. The journey was
long and risky, but she finally landed in an area where people
needed her.

With these stories in mind, | would like to share with you my road
to reconciliation, a long process that involved openness,
acceptance, confidence, risk and conversion.

My road to reconciliation shows similarities with the disciples’ road
to Emmaus: | too wanted to flee my painful past. | was wandering
aimlessly until God spoke to me on the road, while | was in
Chile. He spoke through Sister Margaret, who asked me to do a
discernment retreat based on these questions: Where do | want to
go: to the United States, back to my country or stay in Chile? ...
What did my heart say?

At the end of my retreat, | felt a strong desire, even a need to
come to the United States and live a reconciliation process that
would heal me from all the hatred that the war of El Salvador, my
country, had planted in my heart. Indeed, | saw my father and my
brothers killed by soldiers trained in the School of the Americas,
here in the United States. | strongly felt the Spirit say to me that
not all the people are murderers. This helped my decision to come
to this country and begin a personal reconciliation process.

When | came here to complete my novitiate program, the
experience | lived was quite different from what | had imagined. |
thought it would be very hard to open my mind and heart to the
people, the culture and the language.

What a surprisel God prepared me from the very moment he
invited me to do the retreat on the three options. He provided
everything so that | would take English courses in Community
College, where many illegal immigrants were registered. | learned
how they lived here and | often had to comfort them. | also
worked with children in Saint Ann’s. This is how | began to know



more about the reality of the country. | did find the culture quite
different from mine. All these experiences were anything but easy,
because | did not yet speak English. However, the work helped me
create deep relationships marked by transparency and love. | put
all my trust in God because | knew He had disposed everything
for my best future.

Today, | can say that in the United States | lived my reconciliation
experience with confidence and conversion, thus reaching my goal.
Now | feel | belong to this culture, which | have adopted as mine,
among people | can relate to. “God released me from my anger
and opened me to the freedom reconciliation”. | am happy to
have traveled that road to reconciliation in -and with- this country.
It is the best thing that has happened to me so far in my life. Just
like the disciples of Emmaus, | could feel that Jesus himself walked
with me throughout the entire process. Just like Mother Joseph, |
took the risk to cross the border into a country and a zone of my-
self that were unknown to me. This led to in-depth listening for the
will of God, who invited me to know myself better, and, from the
deepest of my being, to forgive and be reconciled with the peo-
ple and with a country that has welcomed me.

Sr. Vilma Franco, SP



Sisters responsible and/or liaisons for the
Providence Associates

Bernarda-Morin Province (Chile, Argentina):
Sr. Liliana Contador; email: lcontador396@hotmail.com
Emilie-Gamelin Province (Quebec):

Sr. Louiselle Gagnon; email: louga5767 @yahoo.ca
Emilie-Gamelin Province (Haiti):

Sr. Diane Sarrasin; email: sarradisp@hotmail.com
Emilie-Gamelin Province (Cameroon):

Sr. Marie-Rose St-Amant; email: stamantmarie@yahog
Holy Angels Province (Western Canada)
Sr. Josephine Mainka; email: jmainka@providence.ab
Mother-Joseph Province (United States)

Sr. Charlotte Van Dyke;

email: Charlotte.VanDyke@providence.org
Mother-Joseph Province (El Salvador):

Sr. Frances Stacey; email: fstaceysp@yahoo.com
Our Lady of Providence Vice-province (Philippines)
Sr. Beth Rayray, email: bethrayray@yahoo.com
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