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...continuation of the News 

UNITED STATES 

NACAR Workshop: “Ins and Outs of Associate Membership”  

At the October 2008 Board of               
Directors’ meeting of the Providence 
Associates of Mother Joseph, members 
voted to become congregational 
members with the Sisters of NACAR 
(North American Conference of                  
Associates and Religious). I attended a 
workshop on the “Ins and Outs of                
Associate Membership”. This workshop 
covered the topics of initial formation 
from application to commitment. Discussion and sharing of ideas 
from the 50 different Associate congregations attending. Many 
groups had a very structured program lasting as long as 3 years, 
but most were similar to ours at around 1 year from initial contact. 
There were many models of criteria for selection of candidates. 
Most were very open to ethnic diversity and welcoming of people 
of many faith denominations. Most were primarily Catholic and 
Christian but some stated that they were open to non-Christian 
faiths as long as they were called to the Charism. One group            
required that a candidate had to be eligible to receive            
communion. 

The workshop offered real opportunities to network one-on-one 
with leaders of Associate groups. The Executive Directors of most 
of the Associate groups were part-time and full-time paid            
Directors with medical benefits. I was the only volunteer Director 
attending. The Providence Associates of Mother Joseph were the 
only 501(c)(3) organization attending but many are considering 
the option as the Sisters are declining in membership. There were 
4 other Providence Associate groups present. 

The next NACAR meeting will be held on June 4-6, 2010, in 
St.Louis, Missouri. 

For more information on NACAR: www.nacar96.org.  

Marie Ilch, PA 
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One new project that just surfaced is to study “Poverty in Walla 
Walla” and then respond to the needs we discover. 

A few of our many ministries/ministry roles are: medical doctor,  
deacon,  nursing home visitor, parish ministry in many forms,   
counselor, teacher, prison visitation, Birthright volunteer, Eucharistic 
Minister to the sick in the hospital or elsewhere, hospital outreach 
to the wider community, bulletin for parish children, assisting at  
Tri-Parish Senior Luncheons. 

We are geographically far from the other Providence Associate 
groups as well as other Sisters of Providence, but we keep        
interested and informed. When one member died last year, eve-
ryone attended both the rosary and funeral mass in solidarity.   

Sr. Helen Mason, SP, PA Liaison 

Additional Information on this group: 

• It began in 1986. Over the years, there have been a total of 
15 members. Four members are deceased. One is in a nursing 
home and can no longer participate. 

• Sr. Helen Mason has worked with this group since 2000. 

• 2 members work in a hospital sponsored by the Sisters of 
Providence in Washington. 
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ROAD TO RECONCILIATION 

There are two stories that feed my reflection about the road to 
reconciliation. The first is “the Road to Emmaus”, one of my        
favorite Gospel readings, especially the passage where the two 
travelers are talking about the recent events and Jesus comes up 
and joins them. (Luke 24:13-15). The other marvellous story is the 
voyage of Mother Joseph to the United States. The journey was 
long and risky, but she finally landed in an area where people 
needed her.  

With these stories in mind, I would like to share with you my road 
to reconciliation, a long process that involved openness,            
acceptance, confidence, risk and conversion. 

My road to reconciliation shows similarities with the disciples’ road 
to Emmaus: I too wanted to flee my painful past. I was wandering 
aimlessly until God spoke to me on the road, while I was in 
Chile. He spoke through Sister Margaret, who asked me to do a 
discernment retreat based on these questions: Where do I want to 
go: to the United States, back to my country or stay in Chile? … 
What did my heart say? 

At the end of my retreat, I felt a strong desire, even a need to 
come to the United States and live a reconciliation process that 
would heal me from all the hatred that the war of El Salvador, my 
country, had planted in my heart. Indeed, I saw my father and my 
brothers killed by soldiers trained in the School of the Americas, 
here in the United States. I strongly felt the Spirit say to me that 
not all the people are murderers. This helped my decision to come 
to this country and begin a personal reconciliation process. 

When I came here to complete my novitiate program, the         
experience I lived was quite different from what I had imagined. I 
thought it would be very hard to open my mind and heart to the 
people, the culture and the language. 

What a surprise! God prepared me from the very moment he   
invited me to do the retreat on the three options. He provided 
everything so that I would take English courses in Community    
College, where many illegal immigrants were registered. I learned 
how they lived here and I often had to comfort them. I also 
worked with children in Saint Ann’s. This is how I began to know  

Reflection  
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News 

You will find the last issues of this bulletin in the  
‘Associates and Friends’ section 

UNITED STATES 

News from Providence Associates of Mother Joseph 

On September 11, 2008, we received classification as a public 
charity, a federally tax-exempt organization under the 501(c)(3) 
code. We want to thank the Sisters of Providence for providing 
the services of their Legal Department in assisting us in the prepa-
ration of this document. This designation will allow us to raise funds 
for our many ministries to the poor and marginalized by offering 
donors tax-exempt data for their contributions. Providence           
Associates and friends support their ministries with time and 
money. 

Geri Ann Johnson, PA, became Executive Director of the            
Providence Associates on January 1, 2009. She assumes the         
position that had been held by Marie Ilch, PA, who moved into a 
newly created and much needed position as Executive Secretary. 
Marie, of Spokane, had led the team that had put the systems in 
place that allow the Providence Associates to function as a           
non-profit entity. 

Marie Ilch, PA 
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In the midst of this complex reality, we also find signs of hope. For 
example, the current president of the UN General Assembly, Mi-
guel d'Escoto Brockmann, “is giving a new face to the UN. He is 
actually setting up study groups on a number of topics that will 
especially affect suffering humanity: the fresh water issue, the con-
nection between alternative energies and food security, the world-
wide question of native people and other significant ethic groups. 
These topics are supported by high profile personalities in the 
area of the economy, like Nobel-prize recipient Joseph Stiglitz. 
These people are seeking collective solutions to the economic and 
financial crises.” (FUSION magazine L. BOF) 

We ourselves form a part of the realities of the globalized world 
in which we continue to feel  the presence of Providence in our 
daily life and actions. Though our actions are unpublished and un-
known, they are the seeds of a world that seeks reconciliation 
based in compassion and in love for the most poor in this world 
and that carry us into relationships that are based on the values of 
equality and respect for human dignity and for all creation.  

With confidence in reconciliation, 

Sr. María Antonieta Trimpay, SP 

...continuation of the letter  
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more about the reality of the country. I did find the culture quite 
different from mine. All these experiences were anything but easy, 
because I did not yet speak English. However, the work helped me 
create deep relationships marked by transparency and love. I put 
all my trust in God because I knew He had disposed everything 
for my best future. 

Today, I can say that in the United States I lived my reconciliation 
experience with confidence and conversion, thus reaching my goal. 
Now I feel I belong to this culture, which I have adopted as mine, 
among people I can relate to.  “God released me from my anger 
and opened me to the freedom reconciliation”. I am happy to 
have traveled that road to reconciliation in -and with- this country. 
It is the best thing that has happened to me so far in my life. Just 
like the disciples of Emmaus, I could feel that Jesus himself walked 
with me throughout the entire process. Just like Mother Joseph, I 
took the risk to cross the border into a country and a zone of my-
self that were unknown to me. This led to in-depth listening for the 
will of God, who invited me to know myself better, and, from the 
deepest of my being, to forgive and be reconciled with the peo-
ple and with a country that has welcomed me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       

 

 

 

 

Sr. Vilma Franco, SP 
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It has been already six months since the United Nations pro-
claimed the International Year of Reconciliation. Yet the world still 
has a great need to work on this value which is so essential for our 
co-existence as humans and with creation. For us, the Providence 
family, the signs of our time challenge us today just as they chal-
lenged Mother Emilie, Mother Bernard and Mother Joseph.  We 
are invited to find God in these situations: 

* The food crisis, which has hit so hard across the entire world; ac-
cording to the FAO report for 2008,… “this year, 40 million peo-
ple were added to the list of those already affected by hunger, 
especially as a result of rising food prices. With this addition, the 
total figure of underfed persons totals 963 million, compared to 
923 million in 2007.”  Undoubtedly, the current economic and fi-
nancial crisis will touch even more people. Actually, the ILO 
(International Labour Organization) figures that in 2009, 210 mil-
lion people will be unemployed.  

*We have recently witnessed another event…. The action of North 
Korea, with its nuclear test, triggered worldwide alarm and caused 
the five permanent members of the UN Security Council (USA, Rus-
sia, France, China and UK), with Japan, to resume negotiations for 
a new round of sanctions against that country. At the same time, 
South Korean president Lee Myung-bake declared: “If North Korea 
turns its back on dialogue and peace, and makes military threats 
and provocations, the Republic of Korea will never tolerate 
it.” (Decl. on the radio) 




